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CHAPTER III.

THE  LAST  YEARS  OF  THE  CHALDEAN  EMPIRE.

THE throne of Babylon, which Nebuchadrezzar
had made so potent a force in the world, was occu-
pied at once upon his death by Amil-Marduk, the
biblical Evil-merodach * (man or servant of Mar-
duk), the son of Nebuchadrezzar (561-560 B, 0.).
So strong had been Nebuchadrezzar's hold upon
the people that there was no attempt at disturb-
ances in the transfer of power to his son.

Of his reign we know almost nothing, for no in-
scriptions of his own have been found. Two allu-
sions from the outside give our only possible view
of his brief reign. The first of these comes, as so
much of our information of his father's reign, from
the Hebrews. The writer of the Second Book of
Kings3 states that in the first year of his reign,
and thirty-seven years after the captivity of Jehoi-
achin, he took the Hebrew exile out of prison.
From that time Jehoiachin enjoyed the fare of a
king and wore the garments of royalty in ex-
change for the prison garb which he had worn so
long. Of this act of mercy, which is, however, not

1 2 Kings xxv, 27; Jer. lii, 81; LXX reads l&viatyapatiiK, and Berossoa
has the form 'A/wfymj0ov<fo/cof. See Haupt, " TJeber den Halbvocal u im
Aasyrischen," Zettechrift fur Assyrioloyie^ 11, pp. 206, 284, if.

y 2 Kings x.\v, 27-30 ; comp. Jer, lii, iU-34.